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Abstract
The Influx of street children in Kenya has been on the rise spiking this up by 18%. The literature describes street children as minors living in a disorganized state, squatting illegally in abandoned buildings or slums. Over the years, there have been risks of children separating from their families steaming from broken relationships, violence, poverty, neglect and abandonment, and orphan hood. In Kenya, 9.1 million children face the aforementioned challenges, and 56.1 % face violence at home; which fronts the reason for the growing number of street families.  It is once communities begin to learn more about these problems and how they contribute to lack of peace in communities that they will understand how compelling the initiative is towards restoration of positive peace to the affected target group. Therefore, the social change initiative intends to solve these problems by fostering positive peace among street children through education. Fundamentally, the street children will finish formal education and vocational training and transition to the job market and entrepreneurship space. Street children will gain in-depth knowledge on human rights and other conflict resolution strategies to enabled them make informed and peaceful decisions whenever faced with a challenge. The aim of this social change initiative is to contribute directly to the promotion of positive peace among street children, the police force, parents, caregivers and relatives to enable the street children lead and live a life of dignity where their rights are upheld, good relations with neighbors is harmonized and equitable distribution of resources more so education safe space for a peaceful co-existence and brighter future is enabled.
CHAPTER ONE
1.1   Introduction and Background Information
Kisumu street children come mainly from Nyanza and the Western region. Small percentage also come from other parts of Kenya like Central and Rift Valley. Most were orphans, left under the care of relatives when their parents died from HIV/AIDS-related illnesses. Others have run away from violent parents and yet others escape punishment from their guardians for petty crimes. But whatever the reasons, they all pointed to a deteriorating social order. Not having access to health care, educational opportunities, affordable housing, nutritious food, clean water, or social support initiatives and medical insurance (NHIF) can all affect a person’s well-being and place him or her in poverty.
The country has seen some stability; still affected by ethnic divisions and clashes though. However, the ongoing issues of corruption, poverty, HIV/AIDS, and high mortality rates have continued to affect the lives of the people throughout Kenya. Recent evidence shows that HIV prevalence is rising in rural parts of the country (UNAIDS, 2015). It is estimated that there are over a million AIDS orphans living in Kenya (UNESCO, 2016). These children, on whose lives the AIDS epidemic has a significant social, economic, and psychological impact, are more vulnerable and more likely to end up homeless and living on the streets. The poverty levels in Kenya, as well as the HIV/AIDS epidemic and the perennial tribal conflict in some regions of Kenya, are all underlying causes for the rising number of street children in Kenya. Nyanza as a whole has been in the spotlight for leading in the number of HIV/AIDS and related illnesses, especially among street families who are often sexually abused by older children and adults in the community.
 The Corona Virus also caused more socio-economic problems for the residents of Kisumu and this, in turn, caused more split among-street families and violence within homes causing families to break up and an influx of affected children to the streets for survival.
But even as the influx of street children is growing, child protection services have shrunk and soon the existing children’s homes within Kisumu cannot accommodate them all. There are those who oppose the existence of children’s homes within the Kenyan Legislature, believing that they act as magnets for street children, increasing their numbers on the streets. In effect, the government’s default setting is to send children to the Kisumu juvenile detention center for crimes committed in the streets or for loitering in the streets at night before releasing them back into the very same streets with no attempt being made to locate their homes and reunite them with their families. 
Police brutality is one of the greatest challenge’s street children face. Police officials and communities often treat street children as a part of the larger crime population, arbitrarily arresting, detaining, beating, and mugging them (Human Rights Watch, 2015. In a study done by Human Rights Watch (2015) of Kenyan street children, many children expressed their fear of the authorities and a total lack of protection on the streets. These children also suffer greatly from drug and substance abuse. The most common drug among- street children are “aviation fuel,” glue, and marijuana, which they snort or smoke in order to get a quick and easy high. Often, the older children force aviation fuel on the younger children to more easily control them and force them into cheap labor or sex. Once addicted, the children have to pay the leaders up to 500 shillings ($4.04) for a bottle cap full (Shawn, 2012). 
A census drive conducted by the Kisumu Street Children Rehabilitation Consortium on July 2-3 2021, revealed a significant increase over the past four months. Some 368 adults, among them four women, are in the streets. This translates into a 32 percent increase from the figures of the previous year. The data paint a grim picture of the situation, with the number of street children also on the rise — an 18 percent increase in the last quarter. Some 139 children — all of them male — were counted. Most children sleep below a billboard in the city bus park. Only 26 percent of them spend their nights in the central business district. 
Kisumu Children’s Office has sought to hire child protection volunteers to work with children's officers to fix the problem. Even though such efforts are positive, the number of street children is too high and the sociolect-economic challenges of families within Kisumu are not improving in order to accommodate the reunification of families with these street children. 
In most electioneering periods in Kenya, Kisumu has seen high cases of violence and this has seen many children displaced. The post-election violence in 2007 and 2013 caused an influx of street children who lost their parents to the violence. The post-election violence also caused economic sabotage to many businesses that families depended on increasing the poverty levels in Kisumu. Children who find survival conditions unbearable at home sought shelter and menial jobs in the streets.
1.2 Problem Statement
Street children in Kenya are at mortal risk, and this necessitates the need for a holistic approach to de-escalate the menace and restore their peace and the community at large.
 When analyzing data from other nations around the world, one starts to realize that the issue of children living on the streets transcends any one simple border or culture, and instead exists globally. However, when looking at these different types of children, it is clear that, as a group, they are all subjected to many severe challenges. Street children are often described as psychologically damaged irreversibly, unable to form relationships, and therefore destined to be emotional and economic disappointments as adults. When discussing the phenomenon of street children, it's key to start with the ongoing challenges in the developing world. With war, genocide, famine, plague, destabilization, weak government structure, limited economic opportunity, and corruption. For each of these negative circumstances, children increasingly have nowhere to turn. These challenges are similar in magnitude to what is experienced by street children in Kisumu county (Chokoraa) as they commonly refer to.  
In effect, the Kisumu County Government has been sending street children to the Kisumu juvenile detention with the hope that the hardship will make them return to their home however, this has only hardened them further. The problems faced by these children on a daily basis are truly heartbreaking. Many circumstances feel inescapable, and many children are trapped by cycles of poverty, addiction, abuse and brutality. Thus, need for fostering positive peace education among them and all the actors involved.
1.3 Goals and Objective
The overall project goal leans toward fostering positive peace through the provision of education to street children and reintegration back into the community.
Positive peace according to Johan Gatun, is the integration of human society. Unlike negative peace which is simply the absence of violence, positive peace is structured to address the root causes of war, violence, or disagreement. Every child deserves family love and street children are not an exception. This is a phrase that does not only limit children acquiring love from the basic unit of the family but also from the community at large.
Street children are always viewed as less peaceful individuals in society, others have run away from violent parents, and yet others escape punishment from their guardians for petty crimes. In the streets, they are also usually the main suspects in crimes, and overtime for survival they tend to be involved in unacceptable ways for survival and thus always not in good books in society.
More often than not, these street families are deprived of their basic human needs as stipulated in Article 21 of the constitution of Kenya. They also tend to contribute to the labor market; however, they are normally underpaid and exposed to poor working conditions. All this contributes towards the retrogression of equitable distribution of resources, acceptance of the rights of others, good relations with neighbors, and high levels of human capital.
In promotion of desirable peace to be witnessed in the communities and reduction of street families, this social change initiative aims at achieving the following objectives:
· Increased knowledge among street children on basic rights, sexual reproductive health, and rights with an aim of them making informed decisions and understanding clear path lines for seeking support,
· Promote mental well-being among street children, communities, and caregivers at large,
· Enhanced conflict resolution systems resulting in amicable procedures to maintain peace,
· Enable street children to acquire basic education and vocational training depending on different academic levels,
· Developing laid down structures to enable a smooth transition and reintegration of street children back into their families and community,
· Promoting sustainable livelihood development among caregivers,
· Creating safe spaces for street children to fully express themselves and connect,
· Promote peer-to-peer support among street children,
· Develop a true picture of the conditions and status of sheltering in the street to be used as a tool to create awareness.
1.4 Challenges and mitigation strategies
Just like any other project formulation, the researcher encountered challenges during the field activities. The group in question is quite a sensitive population who are normally on the receiving end of social exclusion which has a negative impact on their well-being both mentally and physically.
The challenges and mitigation strategies are as follows:
a) Unfair Burden of participation
The sessions were at times burdening to the children. In most cases, they informed the researcher they had come across similar projects and they didn’t see anything new. Troubled with where to find their next meal or space to sleep their level of concentration was so limited. To avoid making the whole process feel so tedious when conducting the assessment, the researcher avoided the types of methodology that have been used and did not present much success. Also spacing up the activities to fit in lesser time intervals as opposed to detaining the children for longer periods of time.
b) Conflicting priorities
When meeting the street children in the initial stages and especially when conducting rapid test assessments, the researcher was met with critical issues that required attention as opposed to his intention for engagement. These ranged from injuries from violence, medical attention, sexual abuse, and hunger. It is only prudent that the researcher addressed some if not most of this challenge to the best of his capabilities. For scenarios that are beyond his reach, the researcher used referral pathways to get support from his extensive partners in the field.
c) Barriers to consent
The group herein faces challenges with law enforcement and the community. In most cases, they are normally facing brutality, abuse, and violence, for that matter they might be a bit reluctant to give in to any participation in the project. This may be due to past experiences. The researcher however informed them of the goals of the project, and what they will be able to gain by participating, and also gave them the decision to choose if they want to proceed or not. 
d) Interference from children protecting bodies
Most of the street children are minors. Some might also be intoxicated during the study. The researcher however worked closely with the children protecting bodies to ensure that as an individual he was safe and no legal implication was at risk. The researcher also worked closely with partners in the field activities who have experience working with street-connected families.
CHAPTER TWO
2.1. Literature Review
The following section is integral to this project and presents the views of different scholars. The purpose of the review is to understand the status and daily struggles of children living on the streets and how this dilemma contributes to upholding peace in the community. The literature review shows that this study is necessary and presents gaps that we hope to bridge. It presents the previous studies in relation to our goal and may also contain some controversies that we don’t partake in.
Different scholars have different definitions of the term street children and we are aware of the contrary opinion of the term “street children” holding negative connotations. There is no universal definition of the term street children.  In 1951, the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) first coined the term “street child” while referring to transient children following World War II and it was then fiercely discussed by the international community in the wake of the International Year of the Child in 1979 (Panter-Brick, 2001). This resulted in the formation of the Inter-NGO Program on street children and street youth in 1982. In 1986, The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) executive board developed and instated numerous priority measures on behalf of “children in special and difficult circumstances” (Marrengula, 2010). UNICEF added a special emphasis on the protection of street children and “developing strategies, which would defend their rights, avoid their exploitation, and respond to their personal, family, and community needs” (Tacon & Lungwangwa, 1991, p. 7).
Based on different definitions from different researchers, the Rotary Peace Fellow concluded that the children in question undergo various challenges both the push (poverty, violence, death of parents) and pull (search for independence and control) factors and eventually experience even worse impacts in the places they seek solace in. In her book, Children, Youth and Development, Ansell (2016) writes that while street children run to the streets to avoid problems at home, the consequences of living on the streets end up magnifying their inability to find healthy livelihoods.
 The challenge of protecting street children is commonly seen as an issue faced by developing countries. When academics discuss the phenomenon of street children, they usually start by addressing the ongoing challenges in the developing world. With war, genocide, famine, plague, destabilization, weak government structure, limited economic opportunity, and corruption, the world’s poorest continue to fall into poverty’s cyclical trap.  However, the phenomenon of children living on the street is not a new issue worldwide. This issue has brought awareness to humanitarian, religious, and governmental agencies for more than thirty years (Marrengula, 2010).  According to UNESCO, there are up to 150 million street children in the developing world today. The study goes on to mention that in the developing world, there is little assistance to help the most vulnerable children, forcing them to scavenge, beg, and sleep in the polluted slums of some of the poorest countries in the world (2017). All these contribute negatively to the peace and stability of any society and risk the lives of its occupants.
NGOs and human rights organizations continue to focus on street children as an issue of the global south. This has created an assumption that the street children phenomenon is not an issue in the developed world, which is simply not true.  The developed world looks at its homeless and abandoned youth in a completely different light, but many studies demonstrate the existence of street children in the United States, Canada, Australia, and throughout Europe (Council of Baltic Sea States, 2003). One of these studies includes the Council of Baltic Sea States Committee’s (2003) report, which mentions the existence of street children in Finland, Germany, and Estonia, along with other European nations. In the book Street Children and Homeless Youth, Aptheker and Stoecklein (2014) discuss the differences and unique challenges between street children in the developed world versus those living in developing countries. Their conclusion is that it all comes down to resources. In a country like Thailand, the street child has a greater chance of ending up in the red-light district, selling their body for food (Aptheker & Stoecklein, 2014). In a country like the United States, homeless youth can turn to extended family, the Department of Human Services, a foster home, a hospital, or one of the various nonprofit services. One horrific event the authors refer to is the 1993 murder in Rio de Janeiro, where street children were lined up and shot in front of a church in order to “clean up” the streets. (Aptheker & Stoecklein, (2014). The authors do not argue that the plight of children in the developed world should be compared to the children in developing countries but rather expressed that the situations are generally different (Aptheker & Stoecklein, 2014).
Kenya’s history contains a violent past punctuated by tribal/ethnic violence, some of which continues to disrupt the country today. The federalization / “majimbolization” or regionalization of society, the de-institutionalization of politics-power concentrated in too few hands-corruption, aloofness, favoritism, marginalization, and negative ethnicity have been identified as the root causes of the terror and violence that now characterize Kenya’s post-colonial history (UNICEF, 2011). 
Kenya has one of the largest proportional populations of youth in the world with over 40.87% of its 56 million people under the age of 18, and more than 18.83% under the age of 24 (Ministry of Gender Labor, and Social Development, 2015). According to the OVC Situation Analysis of 2021, 55 percent of the Kenyan population of 56 million is composed of children alone (Ministry of Gender Labor, and Social Development, 2012, p. 9) Children are the single largest demographic group living in poverty in Kenya (UNICEF, 2017).
In conclusion, Street children are an alarm signaling the dire need for social development and poverty reduction policies to improve the situation of the community at large, and to prevent more young people from becoming marginalized. While preventative interventions are essential, those children already on the street need immediate assistance to restore the positive peace and well-being of minors.
2.2. Theoretical Framework
Contextual description of street children and challenges of living in the street
In relation to our study street children are often viewed in a negative light and they are often referred to as problems of the state and a threat to the community. In dissecting the statement, the paper below presents the definition of street children, challenges, and coping mannerisms on the streets.
In regards to defining the concept of a street child, many studies conducted by humanitarian agencies and academics have reflected on the idea of street children in different social contexts and realities (Marrengula, 2010). The lack of a standard definition for what constitutes street children is related to the fact that street children have multidimensional and heterogeneous traits, requiring a context-based analysis of each child. In any case, researchers and organizations working across the globe, whose interests lie with the issues related to children’s rights and protection, have been addressing the need for a universal definition or structure to outline what they mean when discussing a “street child.” As for now, it seems as though definitions are made on the basis of some categorization of their region’s characteristics, social networks, and culture.  
In 1983, the Inter-NGO Program for Street Children and Street Youth provided their first attempt at defining a street child. The agency wrote: “Those children for whom the street more than their family has become their real home, a situation in which there is no protection, supervision or direction from responsible adults” (Ennew, 1994, p. 15). This definition immediately struck up some arguments amongst the development community. Panter-Brick (2001) argues that there are several terms that could lead to confusion such as the meaning given to ‘family,’ ‘protection,’ or ‘responsible adults,’ as well as the meanings behind ‘home’ and ‘childhood’ which are expressions with different conceptualizations in varying cultures and countries. For example, in some Latin cultures, being homeless is rendered as “desperado”, meaning without protection or the comfort of other people, or in Japan, homeless people are referred to as “khate,” meaning rag-picker (Panter-Brick 2001). 
In lieu of discrepancies, there have been many other attempts to define the term ‘street child’ in the NGO community. For example, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) first categorized street children as “children of the street, as those who have a family accessible to them but have made the street their home; or return their family settings at night” (Panter-Brick 2001, p. 150). Other categories of street children were proposed by Tudorie-Ghemo (2005), presenting five categories of street children: throwaway children, run-away children, slum children, dump children, and lastly, bush children. 
Today, the most commonly accepted definition of a street child is “any girl or boy who has not reached adulthood, for whom the street (in the broadest sense of the word, including unoccupied dwellings, wastelands, etc.) has become her or his habitual abode and/or sources of livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised or directed by responsible adults” (UNESCO, 2016, p. 1). In a similar definition, the UNHCR (2016) defines “street children” as “children who work and/or sleep on the streets” (p. 1). Such children may or may not necessarily be adequately supervised or cared for by reliable adults. UNICEF adds that a street child is homeless and living entirely on her or his own amongst other street children or homeless adults (UNICEF, 2015, p. 1). 
The combination of all these definitions has led to a process of negative stigmatization of who are or are not street children, and in practice, these definitions do not contribute to a better understanding among social workers, researchers, humanitarians, or psychologists. The definitions also fail to mention whether these children’s circumstances are chronic or fluid. Additionally, there is a lack of correspondence in the ways the children themselves relate to their experiences. 
Many definitions such as ‘children without a family’ and ‘abandoned children’ lack precision and are mostly taken for granted and applied without a deep reflection on their contextual meaning. This position is now widely spread amongst the international community, including but not limited to the UNCHR, UNICEF, and the Council of the Baltic Sea States. These international actors argue that the meaning of street children is not clear and it needs more reflection to clarify. The following table summarizes the most common categories and definitions used today for street children worldwide.
	Category
	Definition 
	Observation.

	Street child or youth.
	“any girl or boy who has not reached adulthood, for whom the street (in the broadest sense of the word, including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has become her or his habitual abode and/or sources of livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised or directed by responsible adults”
	(Inter-NGO, 1985)


	Children of the street.
	“Children, who have left home, live on the streets day and night. They maintain limited or nonexistent contact with their family environment and often struggle to survive entirely on their own”
	(UNICEF,1998)

	Children at risk
	This definition covers a wide range of young people exposed to risk as a result of their way of life: victims of exploitation in the family environment, inmates from penitentiary institutions, survivors of human or natural catastrophe, HIV/AIDS, and so on”
	(UNICEF,1998)

	Homeless children
	“Children who are born and live on the street together with their families”
	(Tsotesti 1998)

	Street child
	Street children are minors who live and survive on the streets. They often grow up in public landfills, train stations, or under bridges of the world’s major cities. Because of conflicts with their family, these children don’t want to or can’t return home.
	(Humanium 2011)

	Run away, street child.
	Children who have run away from their homes due to deprivation, physical or sexual abuse, alcohol abuse, and general peer pressure to join the ‘perceived’ freedom that street life seems to offer.
	(Tsotesti 1998)


Table 1: Definitions of Street Children
For the purpose of this project, the term “street children” refers to children who work and/or sleep on the streets. The children in this project are more or less completely on their own, living with other street children and/or homeless adults.
2.3. Change Theory and how it was applied
2.3.1. Change Theory
Theory of change a strategic overview of how the chosen intervention will bring about change. Maps out the outcome pathways that lead to this change and how they are connected. It includes interventions and contributing factors that may not be directly related to a particular intervention, underlying assumption, or program. It also contains specific supporting evidence.
A theory of change is a purposeful model of how an initiative—such as a policy, a strategy, a program, or a project—contributes through a chain of early and intermediate outcomes to the intended result (Serrat, 2017)
The theory of change forms the basis for the results framework which now gives further details of the project hierarchy of objectives and causal logic of the intervention that organizes  project results into a series of “if-then” relationships.
The resulting framework only captures elements that are directly related to the particular program. It should be noted that this stems from the theory of change.
Based on the application form result framework, there exists a logical framework that builds on the change theory.
It drills down into a hierarchy of objectives. The logical framework has objective indicators adds the means of verification and also includes critical assumptions. It shows specific programs and interventions. When all this is followed to the latter, the change/goal/impact is achieved. This is the ultimate change that is desired. It is the end result that occurs when successful implementation of the intervention occurs.
2.3.2. The application of change theory in this social change initiative
The Rotary Peace fellow’s theory of change, therefore, comes in place as a road map for achieving the goal with clear pre-conditions and what needs to be done for the desired change to occur.
	Interrogation 
	Element
	Desired result.

	What is the long-term sustainable change the project want to achieve?
	Rotary Peace Fellow kick starts with long-term success and vision. This is his detailed picture of what our success looks like.
	The vision is to promote positive peace through education in a holistic approach to street children in Kisumu County and reintegration back into the community.

	What needs to happen for the vision to come about?
	The fellow identified prior changes that need to happen to achieve the end success.
These are the pre-conditions of project  success and they must all exist in the long-term achievement of the goal.
	Peace fellow identified the following visions for success.
-Street children receive psychosocial support.
-Vocational skills that are marketable impacted the street children.
-Basic education that enables street children to transition to the job market.
- Street children acquire shelter and reintegration back into the community.


	What needs to happen for the pre-condition to be achieved?
	These are pathways of change and short-term goals of each pre-condition to materialize to success.
	-What support services are needed?
-Requirement needed for school enrollment.
-Support for the community to facilitate the reintegration of street children.
-Requirement needed for shelter placement.


	How will the peace fellow know if the pre-conditions have been achieved?
	The final element is identifying indicators of success. This is specifically visible changes and evidence after the implementation.
	-A number of street children integrated back into the community.
-Children portray the best behavioral and acceptable habits.
-Street children taking part in positive peace initiatives.
-Street children seeking sustainable sources of livelihood.
-Number of children who have received education and vocational skills training.


 Table 2: Illustrates some of the elements that guide in coming up with the change theory.
The Peace Fellow hopes this model also works as a communication tool among the different stakeholders and convinces partners to support this course.
It is also a clear pathway for testing his hypothesis on how the change will occur and encourage learning. It is also his intention that the theory of change enables him to justify the urgency and necessitates the need to implement the project.
Other people’s activities also contribute to the general outcome of the project and for that matter, the road map gives him a clear guideline on how to best align our efforts.
The change theory consists of the following stages;
1. Root causes of the problems.
2. Problems experienced by the primary target audience.
3. Interventions (What we want to implement)
4. Outcomes (Short term goals)
5. Impact (The bigger goal/s)
Addressing the root cause of the problem will work significantly in reducing the problem and achieving the end results.
Peace fellow has been able to understand the root causes on reasons for moving to the streets from the children.
From the surveys, the researcher has been able to clearly understand the challenges in the streets.
The researcher has been able to conduct peace education which has shown positive steps and two children opting to go back home and be supported to make peace with their parents.
A group of three boys have also been provided with shelter and are currently engaging in income-generating activities.
2.3.3 Methods and Designs
This account herein outlines the selected techniques for research on the mental and psychosocial  well-being, background, and lifestyle of street children living in the streets of Kisumu. The study forms the basis of engagement and determining the needs to be addressed in reintegration and provision of  education to street-connected families. Apart from informing our implementation decisions, the Rotary peace fellow hopes that this data can be utilized by other stakeholders and partners to make decisions as well.
Peace fellow involved different audiences in the study with different, approaches for each target group based on what was to produce the best results for use later.
Peace fellow reached out the following categories of individuals in the study.
1. Street children.
2. Charitable children institutions experts.
3. Parents and caregivers.
4. Police and other law enforcement authority
Based on the desired quality and quantity the peace fellow used: observation, surveys, focused group discussion, and key informant interviews.
a) Observation 
 Participant Observation has been documented as a tool for collecting data for centuries of years. It works well as a social science method. While using the observation method, the fellow used both participant observation and direct observation. Under participant observation, the fellow was part of the street children to make them feel they belonged so that we ensure the participants were free and in their best selves. 
Observation allowed interacting and creating rapport with the street children, and the social setting under study. Observation allowed the fellow to be part of the daily activities and routine of the participants and therefore in this scenario, it was fit for the fellow to observe the children in their habitat.
b) Surveys
This is a quantitative data collection method whose main objective is getting information from a set questionnaire and a determined participant. These will enable the Rotary Peace Fellow to gather data about the characteristics, preferences, opinions, or beliefs of street children, Personality traits, and behaviors. The peace fellow used a longitude approach which allowed him to conduct the study over a period of time. It was paramount to come up with the questions beforehand to inform the type of population to be sampled.
The questions in this category were both open-ended and close-ended.
The questions included;
What is the occupation of parent/guardian?
· Formally employed
· Self-employed 
· Unemployed
The years you stayed at home, whom do you consider to have been your source of care?
· Mother
· Father
· Others (kindly specify)
……………………………………………………………….
.How long have been in the streets?
· Less than 1 year
· 1-3 years
· 3-5 years
· Over 5 years
Reasons for running to the street?
c) Sampling method
To get accurate data the researcher used probability sampling to determine who takes part in the study. However, in some situations, the fellow used the non-probability sampling method when it necessitated and it was convenient to gather the information required.
d) Focused Group Discussions 
Focused group discussion was relevant in the study because based on the information needed for real-time and unfiltered responses to challenges affecting street children. This also brought forth different dynamics within the group which informed some study aspects. It will also enable the researcher to tackle questions that need emotive responses.
The researcher was interested in real-time, unfiltered responses on a given topic or in the dynamics of a discussion between participants. These methods will also assist us in tackling questions that invoke feelings and perceptions. 
In sampling the participants and based on the population that he was targeting, the researcher mainly  used convenience sampling and stratified sampling.
For accurate information, the fellow conducted  3 focused group discussions with a sampling size of six  participants in each group. 
e) Key informant interviews.
This targeted charitable children's institutions with this method and design. Based on the technicality and level of expertise involved the fellow had to headhunt and identify key individuals to participate. In validating the end project plans he was interested in learning from their past experience of reintegrating street children and also offering education as a way of promoting peace and self-efficacy of these children. The questions were basically about their experience in this work and recommendations.
CHAPTER THREE
3.1 Intervention and activities
Street children, positive peace fostering and education; Street children for Peace


In a bid to understand the pull and push factors,  the researcher conducted research and later on involved the children in positive peace education. The first methodology was surveys that targeted  60 children who were found in the streets. The study which took approximately 4 days was characterized by administering surveys.The surveys were done on various bases so as not to repeat the test on the same sample position. The researcher encountered these boys mostly in groups and made the fellows understand that the kids sometimes existed in their small created “families” as a way of belonging and existence.
In the midst of conducting the questionnaires,  key emerging issues were the kids constantly in need of meals, health care, and clothing. The peace fellow  also realized that even though these children  appeared to be on their own, there was a lot of hierarchy that had to be followed and they always had leaders who in most instances required handouts to allow a smooth transition into the streets.
The second activity taken was  reaching out to other support organizations that have been able to work with street-connected children and also continue to work with them. The aim of this was to clearly understand what the journey looks like and some of the challenges they encounter while working with street-connected families.
The research reached out to ten support organizations within Kisumu Central. The targeted persons were top management who have had sheer experience in working with street-connected families in providing shelter, education, and reintegration back home.
The third data collection method was conducting a focused group discussion with the street boys to get a collective opinion on life in the streets. Two focused groups were conducted with the support of a partner organization that has worked with the street children and has a shelter. The partner supported in mobilization of the participants. The discussions were lengthy and part of the activities involved experience sharing and sharing of hot sumptuous meals that had been prepared for the children. During the discussions, it came out that 60% of the children needed medical attention to manage wounds, viral infections, and other health-related issues. Being that the researcher is a trained medic, drugs, and first aid materials were procured and those children who were unwell had their health-related issues managed.
Lastly, the Rotary peace fellow convened a meeting with thirty street-connected families and educated them on the pillars of positive peace, and peaceful ways of solving problems both at home and in the streets among themselves.
The session had a mix of both young boys and older boys who have been in the streets for long and acting as caregivers to the younger boys. The day was coupled with learning, and sharing meals and some of the older children got support to acquire shelter.
3.2 Key Findings/Impacts
After the analysis of the data collected, it is clear that 90 % of the children identify as boys. Girls also are in the streets but the researcher learned  that they are often taken in by other women and referred to house help jobs, some are married off and a small percentage spend most of their time in brothels within the streets.
70% of the children on the streets are more inclined to their mothers as caregivers as compared to the 15% who were inclined to their fathers. The other 15% are more inclined to their grandmothers.
The most common reason the children were on the streets was hostility from home especially from male parents and guardians which was at 40%, escaping menial punishment which was at 20%, and death of parents which resulted in a lack of basic needs at 30% and 10 % were running away from school.The researcher also encountered  an extreme case of a 14-year-old boy who escaped after killing a fellow child while they were playing.
These children expressed life in the streets to be very hard and among the main challenge was hunger at 60%, violence, and police brutality especially for the older boys who were constantly profiled as offenders at 30%, lack of access to health care at 50% and lack of clothing and shoes at 50%. From the surveys it was discovered that 80% of the kids wished to go back to school. However, 30% of this number wanted to go back to school but not home,20% of the street boys preferred businesses and tertiary training.
Below are some of the responses from the focused group discussion conducted:
· 1st Respondent said, “Life in the street is very challenging but the experience at home is worse and I prefer perservering in this environment rather than going home”.
· 2nd Respondent; “If my parents ever stop fighting I will be so happy to go back home, I miss my younger brother and I know he misses me too, I hope, him witnessing the fight does not lead him to where I am’’.
From the discussions, it is also realized that the kids are seasonal in the streets. Most of them go back home and come back. They also keep on changing cities and get in buses as cargo to Nairobi and Mombasa to experience street life in major cities but they end up coming back.
Some of the respondents also admitted that whatever they collected in the streets they usually sent some home, especially to their mothers. Two boys also noted that their mothers usually visit them in the streets.
The study revealed that some children came to the streets with their parents, an example the fellow encountered a 12-year-old boy whose father is serving a jail term and the father was also in the streets. At least 2% of the children on the streets are having a form of disability.
The Rotary Peace Fellow encountered a dumb and deaf boy, a blind boy, and others who had some form of physical disability as well as intellectual disability.
From the peace education conducted by the Rotary Peace Fellow, it was discovered that there were minimal ways of conflict resolution at home and even among the street boys themselves. Their relationship with the law enforcers is also very estranged and the children are living in fear, especially in the current political uncertainty in Kisumu County.
Key informant Interviews:
Below are some responses from organizations that work with street-connected families:
1. Do you feel offering education will enable the street children to fit back into the community?
‘’According to my view, education might work for some children while for others it might not work. Some of these children have been used to making money and therefore going to school might be seen as a waste of time”.
As you in cooperate education also work around life skills training, self-efficacy, and stigmatization. The type of environment these children get to experience once out on the street might be the same environment that works ten times faster to send them back, CIC experts. Such results might impact future projects in working around enhancing positive peace through provision of education.
CHAPTER FOUR
4.1 General Conclusion
In conclusion, the researcher has deluded that there is indeed an influx of children seeking means of survival on the streets. The root cause of their landing on the streets is due to both the push and pull factors. Some of the push factors include; poverty, family disintegration, and the death of parents/guardians. Pull factors such as urbanization, search for freedom, and peer influence.
From the study, it was realized that life in the street is harder as compared to what the children might have escaped from at home. For survival, the children are involved in menial jobs like fetching water, lifting firewood, begging, pick pocketing, and lifting luggage They also experience challenges such as sexual abuse, emotional abuse, physical abuse, and economic exploitation.
From the profile of the street children, it is clear that boys frequent street life as compared to girls. The results indicate that the children are most likely to be on the streets because of push factors as compared to pull factors. Based on some of the coping mechanisms and general activities in the street levels of positive peace have reduced for these children who are already vulnerable and are at the receiving end of the pangs of the same. Some of their activities contribute negatively to good relations with neighbors, these street children also lack basic needs for survival which directly relates to equitable distribution of resources, Economic exploitation and abuse of these children contribute negatively to high levels of human capital. Some of the challenges and abuse directly reduce acceptance of the rights of others.
There have been measures to curb this challenge by non-governmental institutions and government programs who have tried impacting skills to street families and reunification programs, however, most programs have failed to address the long-term solution through a preventive approach and focus on a curative approach.
4.2 Recommendations/ Implications
After the study, the Rotary Peace Fellow proposes the following recommendations to address the effect of street life and come up with a long-lasting solution. This issue requires a multisectoral approach and should bring forth different stakeholders to address the challenge. The government has been really offering minimal support yet they should be the key stakeholder. This work has been largely pushed to the non-governmental organizations which in a real sense should just complement the efforts of the government. These efforts should be at the grassroots level and addressed at the root level. 

In as much as the street are inhabitable, the influx and what can be termed as the migration both from the urban and rural areas is still increasing at an alarming rate, therefore the researcher highly recommend the role of media in creating awareness and depicting the real situation in the ground. These will discourage future migration by children who might find the streets more befitting and an alternative for survival.
All the relevant bodies working with street children should both come up with rehabilitative which might be short-term term and preventive measures which are long-term. There already exists a large number of these children in the street which can’t be ignored. While working to put a halt to the increment of street children, short-term measures should be employed to rehabilitate the existing situation.
Awareness creation on embracing sustainable peace to the general public is fundamental and this can involve different aspects such as physiological support, and peace forums. This will inform how the reunification will occur and will greatly determine its success or failure. These will also address the stigmatization aspect of living in the streets and how street life is perceived and viewed by the general public. This will also involve instilling parental responsibility as these children are viewed as threats to the state and the public.
The researcher recommends a policy road map on street children as they already pose a serious security threat to the government. At the moment there exists no clear policy on this issue and the government tends to implore harsh conditions that could discourage and make life unbearable in the streets.
It's crucial to have a database and exact figures of the street children in Kisumu County. This will enable tracing and placing work easier as well as accessing and evaluating the project to check on the milestones and areas for improvement.
Every child is deserving of family love, whether this is originating from the basic unit of the family, foster care, or children's charitable homes. Before the children are enrolled in external educational programs they need to be taken through support to reinstate their dignity and find a sense of belonging back in the community. The provision of education should be done based on the willingness of the children with the support of experts from Charitable children organizations who have experience and the government should offer them support to improve the quality of the work that they do.
4.3 Sustainability Plan
The project design envisions the continuity of the project phase and engagement with the beneficiaries post the study period.
The following are ways in which we intend to ensure continuation;
1. Development of alternative skills set for self-employment.
In as much as the Rotary Peace Fellow advocates for education will,he  will also ensure the children are impacted with skills that enable them to fit in the gig economy and create employment for themselves and even others.
He believe these skills will enable them to organize themselves and work towards addressing some of the root causes of their problem. It is notable that under the push factors, economic challenges greatly lead to street life and this is a challenge that can be addressed by livelihood creation hence unlikely to seek support in the external environment.
2. Supporting accountable local and sustainable activities approach.
The Rotary peace fellow plans to use sustainable means by extensively involving the community, different partners, and collaborations to enhance continuous learning and implementation research. These methods seek to bring forth different actors, influencers, and policymakers at the community level on board and rally for their support. The main goal is to ensure that our study findings and recommendations turn into actions by system stakeholders. This will ensure the continuity of the project.
3. Joint resource mobilization interventions
The projects will involve different stakeholders and actors who will be giving out different types of support from personnel, proposal writing, psychological support, education support, and entrepreneurship support to promote the continuity of the project with minimal budgets or even zero financial budgets.
4. Mentorship and leadership programs.
His hope is that education enables street children to restore peace and eliminate their challenges in the street. The term street children already feels like a dehumanizing term and therefore the children he worked with will be definitely champions who have defied all odds to be better. He will enroll them in a mentorship and leadership program to guide their paths as they figure out reunification back in the community. They will be paired with willing mentors as a way of safeguarding the knowledge acquired. The mentored children could also mentor their peers in the community and be role models in relation to peaceful coexistence.
5. Joining policy road maps and relevant technical work groups.
The fellow might implement the project and even sustain some of the outcomes but he also needs to consider the policy available that dictates our work. This is the utmost commitment the government can portray in issues regarding street children, their safety, and their rights. He, therefore, hopes to push forward this conservation by joining sector working groups to review policy road maps and development policies that take into consideration the well-being of these children.
6. Media advocacy.
Media is one of the powerful tools in advocating for what we believe in. By using different media channels and outlets the fellow will be able to keep the conversation rolling, create awareness, and impart knowledge to different audiences. Through the media, he can engage local radio stations to disseminate information, and information to the public on different levels of partnerships and fill the information gaps. He will also use the media to run campaigns, Twitter chat spaces, and webinars to share out information.
7. Online database.
Data on the real scenario is quite minimal in Kenya, particularly in Kisumu County. He will extend this study by coming up with an online database that hosts various inter-phase at go. Part of the information to feature on these sights includes findings, project outcomes, and testimonials which will enable other researchers to achieve their work objectives through learning and engaging with our work from the portal.
8. Ensuring stability through public participation.
Positive peace is a communal work that requires everyone to contribute towards. Street children are usually viewed as threats to the state and the community. On the contrary, most of the children especially those who found themselves through the push factors normally wish systems would work in their favor. Having done the field work and implemented the project it is agreeable that to promote the eight pillars of peace, there is a need for active public participation, suggest projects and programs that address the root causes of the influx to the streets, and also monitor the implementation. 
9. Formation of  True-care Kenya.
Having taken part in the field activities the Rotary Peace Fellow is in the process of registering an organization that will focus on the provision of education and livelihood creation for street-connected families and caregivers in Kenya with an aim of fostering the eight pillars of education.
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Glossary
AIDS………………………...Acquired Immunodeficiency Virus
ARV………………………...Antiretrovirals
Chokoraa……………………A slang for individuals who are on the open fields for basic needs
DCS…………………………Department of Children Service
Jamii…………………………Community
NCIS…………………………National Council of Children Service
NHIF…………………………National Hospital Insurance Fund
NGO………………………….Non Governmental Organization
UNAIDS……………………..Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNESCO……………………..United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization
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A deaf street boy receiving medical care to manage wounds on the leg.
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The Rotary peace fellow mingling with the older street boys over lunch hour.
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A group photo with the street children after a session on peace education.
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The Rotary peace fellow administering questionnaires in the streets.
[image: image5.jpg]P~ SOCIAL CHANGE INITIATIVE ®
THmezmST:zﬂm EACE
THROUGH EDUCATION AMONG ST

BY: TOM OKOTH
Rotary Peace Fellow, iEP Ambassodor
Peace Centre




Banner for the Social Change Initiative Project
